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Abstract

This research paper covers the idea of
migration and multiculturalism, their
intertwinedness tracing them from early human
history until the very recent modern world, from
an analytical and inter pretative point of view. Two
factors for migration are listed in the paper-
opportunismand escape. The paper initially covers
the aspect of migration as historical phenomena,
covering variousincidences with analysation and
interpretation. The paper lists migration as a
phenomena going on since the dawn of human
history, leading to introduction and mixing of
cultures. Of how such mixing of culturesgaverise
to tensions, warsand strife, leading to the birth of
theideology of multiculturalism. Multiculturalism
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Key Words
Migration, History.

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Author

Srijan Shukla

Introduction

One of themost distinctive aspects of human history hasbeen migration, or the movement of people
from onelocation to another. Human migration hasinfluenced civilizations, economies, and culturesall over
theworld, from the early dispersa of Homo sapiensfromAfricato theAnglo-Saxon settlement in England
and the European col onization of theAmericas. Migration can beforced or voluntary, temporary or permanent,
and motivated by thingslike opportunity, economicimprovement, or thedesireto flee persecution and conflict.
Globalization and increased connection have sped up cross-border migration in the contemporary era, with
profound cultura, economic, and socid repercussions. Inreactiontothisdiversity, theideaof multiculturaism
hasarisen, promoting equality, tolerance, and harmony between the diverse customs, cultures, and societies.
Understanding migrationand multiculturalismisessentid to anaysing how human mobility influencessocieties
and fostersboth cooperation and tension among communities.
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Literature Review

Numerous scholarsand researchershave explored migration and multiculturalism throughout theyears.
Migrationisaninherent aspect of human existence, occurring sincethedawn of humanity, most popular of the
theory being “out of Africa” theory. observation of historians for migration cane be interpreted into mainly two
categories or reasons- opportunism or escape. For instance, theAnglo-Saxons migrated to England in search
of improved |and and job opportunities, whereas contemporary refugeesfleeto Europeto escapeconflictin
their native countries. Historical anayses, including workson theAnglo-Saxon settlement of England (Hérke,
2006) and European col onization intheAmericas (M orison, 1965), emphasizetherol eof economic opportunity
and conquest as major catalysts for migration. he United Nations” migration reports (2024) provide quantitative
datashowing that 304 million people, or 3.6% of the global population, live outsidetheir country of birth,
highlighting the scaleof contemporary migrationflows.

Scholarsa so discusstheimpact of migrationon culture. Migrantsfrequently maintaintheir own customs,
language, and traditions, which can sometimesconflict with thelocal culture. Thishasresultedinthe concept
of multiculturaism, wherecommunitiesa m to acknowledgeand honour al culturesfairly. Researchindicates
that multiculturaism can assist individua sfrom diverse backgroundsin coexisting harmonioudy, athoughit
occas ondly encountersdifficultieswhen culturd vauesor beiefsconflict.

Recent research on migrationindicatesthat millionsof individuascurrently resideoutsidetheir native
countries, with numerousrel ocating to Western nationsfor employment or security. Thismovement impacts
economiesviaremittancesand workforce shiftswhiled sointroducing new cultura practicesto variousregions.
Researcherswiddy concur that migration and multiculturalism areinterrelated: migrationintroducesdiversity,
whilemulticulturdism offersaframework to handleit within society.

Migration and Multiculturalism

Migration isthe movement of human beingsfrom one placeto another. When aperson leaves one
territory for the other, heissaid to have migrated from hisformer territory to thelatter one. Themigration can
be both temporary and permanent. Temporary migration meansmigration for acertain specified or unspecified
amount of time, after the compl etion of thetimethe person who ismigrating leaves hiscurrent territory of
residence. Permanent migrationisthe permanent settlement of apersoninaterritory. Thepersonis permanently
settled into theterritory and doesnot |eaveit unlike temporary migration based on some specific criterias.

Migration hasbeen part of human history sincethe dawn of humanity. Therehasawaysbeen migration
either temporary or permanent, although the reasons and nature of the migration variesat timesin human
history. Generally, thefactors affecting human migration have been driven by thefollowing two factors-
opportunity and escape, sometimes both.

Since the dawn of humanity humans have migrated all over the earth. As per the “out of Africa” theory,
first homo-sapiensoriginated in East Africa, wheretheir fossilsand remainsarefound by theArcheologists.?
and theclaimed migration of Aryansfromtheir Slavic homeland and further divisionto European Aryanswho
migrated to Europe and Indo Aryanswho migrated to Indian subcontinent aretwo great claimed examplesof
human migration during early stagesof civilised human society. Migration of Anglo Saxonsand Normansto
England. Migration of inhabitants of British Idesto north America, Australiaand south Africa, Spaniardsand
Portugeseto southern America, FrenchtoAlgeria. Are some of strong and popular modern world examples.
Migration of Arabsfrom war torn Arab countriesto Europe;

Thesemigrations asdescribed earlier were driven by opportunitiesand escape. Themigration of Anglo
Saxonsfrom present day northern Germany and northern Netherlandswasamigrati on based on opportunity.
TheAngles, Saxonsand Jutesfirst cameto England asmercenariesfor local kingdoms, they eventually got
settledintothear regionsof serviceforming villagesand maintaining livelihood by farming. Later these settlements
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got into conflict with thelocal sregarding resources. TheAnglo Saxonswere strong enough to fight against the
localsand the established kingdoms. Thiswar invited much moreAnglo Saxonswho aong with already
settled kin fought, leading to establishment of their own kingdoms. This migration pushed the local “Britons” to
western and northern England, establishing their own kingdomsthere. The northern kingdomsa so merged
into theAnglo-Saxon kingdoms|ater on. Thisled to decline of Celticand Briton culturewherethe Britonsgot
assimilated culturaly and traditiondly into theAnglo- Saxon culture,

The colonisation and settlement of Europeansin North Americawas the migration driven by the
opportunities. intheinitial yearsafter discovery of eastern coast of USA and coloni sation by the English. The
common population mostly peasants and small farmers migrated and settled owing to the benefitsof large
agricultura lands, protection and benefits of loca administration offered by the English colonial Government.
The first of such settlements was the “Roanoke Settlement” in North Carolinaled by Sir Walter Raleigh,
the settlersmysterioudy disappeared by unknown circumstances. Thefirst permanent establishment was
Jamestown, Virginiain 1607 by the Virginiacompany of London. Theyounger sonsof English nobles, peasants,
farmers, smdll tradesmen, non commissioned soldiersand lower ranked officersof Englisharmy began settling
innorthAmericaowingto the benefitsof morefertilelandsfor cultivation, pastures, lower competitionintrade
and moreinfluencein adminigration. Ultimately giving them morefinancia and administrative gainsand better
lifethantheir birth country.

Indiatoo hasahistory of outward migration towardsthe Caribbean and African countrieslike Trinidad
and Tobago, Guyana, Mauritiusand Fiji. Indian migrants migrated towardsthese countriesduring late 19" to
early 20" centuries, mostly aslabourers, businessmen and asemployees of decent level of Government jobs.
They eventualy settledin these countriesafter spending along time owing to poor communi cation technol ogy,
economic and socid benefits, forming Indian diasporathere, retaining their nativeculture, traditions. Hinduism
InMauritiusformed 50.3% of thetotal population asper censusof 1972.2 In Trinidad and Tobago popul ation
wit east Indian ancestry constituted 35.4% of thetotal population.® In Fiji as per census of 2007, the Indo-
Fijiansor the Fijiansof Indian descent constituted 37.5% of thetotal population.*

Some descendants of these migrantsformed apolitically and economically influential group inthese
countries. Mauritian Statesmen like Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, Navin Ramgoolam; Guyanese statesmen
like Cheddi Jagan, Janet Jagan; statesmen from Trinidad and Tobago like Basdeo Panday, Kamla Persad-
Bissessar; Fijian leaderslike Mahendra Chaudhry, areall of Indian descent.

Popular cricketersfrom Caribbean likeAlvin Kdlicharran, Shivnarine Chanderpaul, AlvinKalicharran,
Ramnaresh Sarwan, DevendraBishoo, Clayton Lambert, Sunil Narine, Denesh Ramdin, Darren Ganga,
Jason Mohammed, Ravi Rampaul are of Indian descent.

In recent years owing to globalisation, increased and easier connectivity, theworld haswitnessed
migration of al classesacrosstheregionsinternally and externally. As per united nations datain 2024 304
million (3.6%) of theworld population live outside of their country of birth. Theexterna migration whether
voluntary or forced islargely destined a devel oped western countrieswith top destination being USA, Canada,
Audrdia, New Zed and and western European countries.® By looking specifically at India’s external migrations
themigrantswho migrateasdaily wageworkersaremostly destined at Persian Gulf countries. Theworkers
migrating for high wagejobsaremostly destined at USA, United Kingdom and Canada. Thismigrationis
based on opportunism and al so escape. Some of these migrants migrated owing to better job and salary
opportunities ultimately benefitting them for better life. In rare cases they migrated for “escape” purposes for
instance, Kashmiri Punditsowingtotheir exodusin 1990.

Thesemigrantshavebecomeavita part of Indian economy. Theremittanceswhich thelndian economy
achieves have become second largest source of external financing®. They account for total 3% of Indian
GDP. This also has led to “brain drain” for Indian workforce, as the skilled workforce who migrates to
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devel oped countries contributein growth and devel opment of theeconomy of their migrated country. Mgority
of them tend settle permanently there owing to better standard of living ascomparedto India. Thishasledto
ggnificant logt inskilled Indian workforce, whichisessentia in growth and devel opment of the country. Asper
egtimationsIndianworkforceinfutureissaidleave annually in numbers exceeding 100,000 skilled workers®

Migration By Escape

It can betermed asaforced migration owing torisk of livelihood and familiesinther nativeplaces. This
can beattributed to aggressivefactorsby war, insurgency, terrorism, civil strife, lawlessness, factorswhich
could disrupt their peaceful living. Tosavetherr livesand familiesindividuasmigrateinternaly and externaly
todifferent regions.

Arab migrants particularly from Levant in last decade, migrated to western and central Europeto
escapecivil strifeand lawlessness, which got increased after the start of Arab springin 2011

Asper estimates 710,000 migrantsfrom Syriahavea onemigrated to all over Europeto escape Syrian
civil war, starting from 2011.° Thishas also started severa political unrest in Europe, which have now being
linked by many analyststo rise of right-wing partiesand groupsacross Europe. Themgority of thesemigrants
claimed asylumin Europe as migrantsfrom war torn countries. Turkey for instance his Syrian migrantsin
secluded camps. Mot prominent of them being Surug camp, PanlyurfaProvince.

Theimpact of migrationis- changein culture, traditions, religionand daily practices.

Themigrantsalready have and practicetheir own cultureand traditionsfrom their nativeregions. As
they migrateto other regions, mgjority tend to continue practicing their own culture and traditionsas most of
them fed uncomfortableor aientothetraditionsand culture of their migrated regions. Thismakestheadvent
of aculturewhich wasnot present intheir migrated land even though it is practiced by just one group or
community it still ispracticed interritory of that region which makesthe presenceof the culture.

Thenativesof themigrated regionwho practicetheir own culturestarsfeding different from themigrated
people. If themigrationisingreat numbersthe migrant culture growsthisleadsto declinein thetotal shareof
thenativecultureof themigrated region. Thechangein cultureislinked to changein language, daily practices,
fegtivdsandrdigion. Thismost of thetimes createstens ons between the culture of the migrantsand culture of
the natives. For instance, TheArab culture after the Arab spring of 2011, gaining prominencein Europe
creating occas ona tens ons between the Europeansand Arabs. Tensionsbetween Christiansand Mudimsin
Europe. Tens ons between Bengalisand Assamesein Assam.

Multiculturalism

Theideaof multiculturalismisequality for al theculture, tradition, religion, practices; presentinthe
land. It doesnot differentiate or discriminateacertain specific culturebut rather givesfreedomto thepopulation
to practiceculture, tradition and practicesof their inclination and choice. Asper multiculturalismall cultures
regardless of whether native or alien aregiven equa freedom of practice and flourishment. Evenif aculture
doesnot bdongtoalanditisviewed asequa with equd rights. Multiculturdismisingrained inIndian congtitution.

> Article14: Guaranteesequality beforelaw and equal protection of lawstoal individuals, regardless
of caste, reigion, language, or culture.

> Artides15& 16: Prohibit discrimination on groundsof religion, race, caste, sex, or placeof birthand
ensureequa opportunity in public employment.*®

Severa European countries started adopting multiculturalismin 20" century. The process seemed to be
accelerated after ww2 and most particularly after the cultural revolution of 1960s. theimpact of it can be
linked to the protestsin France against Charlesde Gaulleleading to hisresignation inthe 1960s and massive
protestsagainst theVietnam war in USA. In Britain after passing of Jewish Relief Act, 1858, they al non-
Christiansgot right to get el ected inthe parliament at Westminster.
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Both migration and multiculturalism are highly interlinked. Migration leads to establishment of new
culturesinaregionwhichisaientoit. But multiculturalism can beinterpreted as an ideology to omit the
tensionsleading to peaceful coexistenceamongst different cultures. Bothideaof multiculturdismcanadsogive
riseto moreradical and severe hatred and tensions. Aswitnessed by the emergence of right-wing nationalism
in Europefirst timeafter ww2, theemergence of leaderslikegreet wilders, marinele pen and GeorgiaMée oni
who comefrom parties strongly inclined towardsright wingideol ogy are some of themany examples.

Conclusion

Migration isaphenomenawhich hastaken place across every timeand period of human history both
internally and externally either voluntary or by force. Humans move gradually from one place to another
because dwaysthereisascarcity of resources no one place can have enough resourcesto stop themigration
initsentirety. Themigrantseither flourished in case of Europeansin north Americaor becamedestitutelike
native Americansof USA having been displaced multipletimes or the migrants of Atlantic slavetrade or
remained status quo ante likethe migration of peasantsbetween villagesin medieval Europeor the pastoral
nomads moving from one place to another. The outcomes of migration have varied from being conflictin
extreme casesextermination and displacement to status quo to positiveresultsfor migrantsbut still inmgority
of thecasesresulted intensionslocaly.

In present day world a so there seemsno sign of slowing downinfact theintensity of migration has
shifted initsnaturefrom nearby regions(in mgority cases) to far off regionsowing to globaisation and rapid
progressin technol ogy. Theworld isnow connected than it was ever before and is getting connected at a
much rapid phaseastheyears progress. Themigrationin futuremight have very different problemsthan the
migrationsat past. But at present till thereasonsfor conflict between nativesand migrantsremainssamelike
before- lossidentity, changein culture, control over resources and greed for dominancein theregion. The
reasonsfor migration today remanssamelikeearlier economic and lifestyle benefits, better opportunitiesor

escape.
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