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Abstract
Incorporating indigenous knowledge into
ORIGINAL ARTICLE global knowledge networks has become

increasingly popular in the context of sustainable
development and cultural preservation. Thisstudy
focuses at how the media presents the Santhal
tribe’s traditional knowledge systems and their
potential contributions to global knowledge
frameworks. The study highlights how the rich
heritage of the Santhal community which includes
agricultural techniques, ecological knowledge,
artisanal skills, and folklore offerscrucial insights

Author for addressing global concerns. Under stand social

Moyuri Ghosh justice and environmental preservation. It

Ph.D. Research Scholar accomplishesthisby utilizing secondary data from
Department of Media Studies scholarlyworks, newsarticles, and cultural studies.
MahatmaGandhi Centrd University Themedia, asa potent communication instrument,
Motihari, Bihar, INDIA may aid in bridging the gap between global

viewers and regional traditions. The study

examines how well traditional and digital media
outlets have documented and disseminated Santhal cultural information. Additionally discussed are

the challenges of cultural appropriation, commodification, and deception that may arise throughout
the process. Thefindings emphasi ze the need for collabor ation between media professional s, academics,
and Santhal community |eader sto ensure authentic and respectful representation. By showcasing Santhal
expertise internationally, the media may have an important effect in preserving the tribe’s traditional
identity as well as fostering intercultural dialogue and innovation. The study concludes with
recommendations for employing media strategies to enhance the exposure and integration of Santhal
knowledge in global knowledge networks, promoting mutual learning and cultural sustainability.

Key Words
Santhal Tribe, Global Knowledge Networks, Indigenous Knowledge, Media Representation,
Cultural Sustainability.

I ntroduction

The Santhal tribe, oneof thelargest indigenous communitiesin India, possessesarichnessof traditiona
knowledgethat encompasses cultural expressions, ecol ogica awareness, folklore, and sustainablefarming
practices. Thisuniqueknowledge systemwasdeve oped over many centuriesandisrdevant tolocad communities
aswell as global challenges, such as environmental sustainability and Indigenous knowledge cultural
preservation. However, Santha tribal knowledge hasnot been widely acknowledged or properly integrated
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into wider knowledge networks because of socioeconomic chalenges, lack of representation, and geographic
isolaion.

Traditiona and digitd mediacan beatransformativetool in bridging thisdivide by amplifying thevoices
of indigenous populations, such asthe Santhas. Through regiona storytdlling platformsand globa forums, the
media may capture, conserve, and disseminate the tribal group’s knowledge, creating opportunities for global
recognition and collaboration. Digital channelsin particular havetotally changed the approach, enabling the
Santhal sto rapidly sharetheir knowl edge across geographica boundaries.

Santhal tribal wisdom must beintegrated into worldwide discoursein order to foster intercultural
understanding and addressimportant global issueslike climate change and biodiversity conservation. Media
campaigns, documentaries, and social media initiatives can ensure that the Santhal community’s traditions are
respected, upheld, and utilized by bringing them in contact with academics, policymakers, and foreigners.

Thisstudy focuses at theway the mediacan help spread Santhal triba knowledgein global knowledge
networks. It examinesthe strategiesand chalengesemployed, emphasi zing the Significanceof mord storytelling
andfair representation. The Santhd tribemay sharethe r inva uableknowledgewith theworld while preserving
their traditional identity by using mediato become active participantsin globalization rather than passive
recipients.

Indigenous (Tribal) Knowledge’s Features

Indigenous knowledgeisoral, non-formal knowledgethat isusually unrecorded. Additionaly, itis
exclusiveto aparticular areaand ishencelocally bound. Lastly, it depends on the setting and culture. Its
natureisholistic, andit directly affectsthelivesand livelihood of many peopleworldwide. Itisdynamicand
adaptive rather than static, changing with society’s social, economic, cultural, and other changes. The community
has control over and isapart of theknowledge.

Research Objectives

1. Toexaminehow themediarecordsand shares Santha tribal knowledge.
2. Toassesshow the media affectsthe incorporation of Santhal tribal knowledgeinto international
knowledge networks.

3. Todetermine ways to improve the media’s ability to spread Santhal tribal knowledge around the
world.

Research Methodology

The study isbased on descriptive research design by using in-depth analysis of theexisting literature
and available documents. The research is done by the secondary sources of dataincludes books, news
reports, journds, articlespublished fromtimetotime, newspaper coverage, reportage, archives of Government
records, unpublished papers, mediaand any insightful thoughts expressed by any individua working onthis
related research. The study hasrelied on variousinformation and data collected through Internet sources.

Sour ce of Data
Secondary Data: Books, Journals, Research Paper, Internet

Literature Review

MarineCarrin “Santal indigenous knowledge, cultural heritage, and the politics of representation”
(2022) Thedevation of theenvironment through pilgrimagesand ceremonia commemorations, which provides
the subatern groupssome public visibility, requiresthe emancipation of previoudy hidden identities. Indigenous
knowledge, which combines ceremonial innovationswith many scriptures, providesanovel approach to
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thinking about memory loss and dispossession. Additionally, it isatool for acommon Santal identity and
politicsof representation.

MarineCarrin “Indigenous Learning in Tribal Communities: The Santals of South Asia” (2020) Through
theexampleof the Santals, thischapter examinestheindigenousknowledge, culturd practices, and transmisson
of tribal peopleasacomprehensive system that isrooted in aparticular placeand activates several levelsof
awareness. Themesthat illustratefeatures of learning in rel ation to theindigenousknowledge systeminclude
learning traditional knowledge, or “bidia,” identity formation in relation to literacy, children’s culture, ancestral
knowledge, everyday learning andintuition, and mother language and identity. Theinteraction and evolution of
political and cultural identity and rights over time, as well as their relationship to the state’s modernization and
theformal education system, aredl covered.

L axmiram Gope, Santosh Kumar Behera, Rajashri Roy “Identification of Indigenous Knowledge
Components for Sustainable Development among the Santhal Community” (2017) The purpose of the study
isto understand how the Santhal community usesindigenous methodsfor sustainable development. The
researchers conducted athorough literature search and field survey in order to achievethegods. It was noted
throughout the survey that the Santhal group followsanumber of customs. Theseinclude customary methods
of childrearing, farming, housing, water conservation, anima husbandry, fishing, managing forest resources,
andtraditiond hedth care. According to thisstudy, these practicesare highly rd evant for attaining sustainability
inthesocia, economic, and environmenta domains.

Dr. Nikhilesh Dhar “Traditional Knowledge and Cultural Identity of Different Tribal Communities of
Eastern India : AStudy” (2018) Due to the globalized world of the twenty-first century, the indigenous knowledge
of thenumeroustriba communitiesin Eastern Indiathat thelocalshave preserved haseither beenlimitedtoa
smdll populationinthisregion or alowed to decay over time. Thishistorical knowledgemust be preservedin
order to guaranteethat it istransmitted to future generations. By preserving and documenting six indigenous
knowledge systems, the area’s hidden treasures such as household, religious, and healing rituals that the
outsideworldisignorant of will be protected and madevisible. Information specialists may also bevery
helpful in preserving and documenting the indigenous knowledge of the Eastern Indian statesif they are
equipped with theappropriatetool sfor tribal culture preservation and dissemination.

MalvikaGupta& Fdix Padd “Indigenous Knowledge and Value Systems in India: Holistic Analysis
of Tribal Education and the Challenge of Decentralising Control” (2019) The study offers a thorough analysis
of theissue and showsthat the val ue systems and knowledge embedded inlong-term sustainablelifestylesare
in danger of going extinct.

Mrinal Debnath “Reclaiming Indigenous voice and knowledge in the era of (re) colonization, insights
from a rural Indigenous Santal community” (2023) The study looks at how a number of disputed areas of the
internationally recognized state, which are represented in Western culture, maintain colonid legacies, repress
indigenousknowledge, disregard ecologica conscience, and engagein actionsthat are harmful to both human
and environmenta well-being. These controversia placesarethe product of ongoing imperialist-colonialist
policiesand practicesthat have beenimposed on indigenous peopl esin the name of devel opment, progress,
and homogenization. It will bebeneficia to have amore comprehensive understanding of theseissues based
onanindigenousrural context in Bangladesh in order to devel op appropriate education policies, pedagogy,
and practi cesthat address, educate, and enlighten theworl d about the colonidi S-capitdist agendaof exploitation
and eradication of theindigenousway of life. More specifically, this study examinesthe possibility of an
ecologically, economically, and culturally sustainableworld. In order to ater unfavorable opinions about
indigenous cultureand the environment, it a so offers concepts and i deas for sustainable education policies
and practicesfor various stakehol ders.

Dr. Krupasindh Nayak, Debaki Naik “Indigenous knowledge and health care practices among the
santal communities: A case study of Mayurbhanj district of Odisha” (2017) The paper highlights the study into
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the Santal people’s traditional medical expertise in the Mayurbhanj region of Odisha. This paper presents the
resultsof aninvestigationinto different indigenousmethodsof di sease diagnosisand trestment, theidentification
of specific plantsused in medicineand disease cure, and the documentation of their understanding of illness
and disease through probing through their disease classification system. The study a so aimsto determinethe
genera health statusof the Santd tribal peoplein Odisha.

Findings and Discussions

»  Accordingto the study, the mediais essential for recording and sharing Santhal tribal knowledge
becauseit preservesora traditions, highlightscultura customs, andincreases public avarenessof their
problems. However, the successful portrayal and promotion of their rich legacy are hampered by
restricted accessto technology and alack of focused mediainitiatives.

»  Thestudy foundthat themediaplaysacrucia roleinintegrating Santhd tribal knowledgeinto global
networksby disseminatingtheir culturd practices, traditiond knowledge, and environmenta observaions.
However, linguistic barriersand limited accessto digital mediaprevent full integration, necessitatingthe
useof |localized content and capacity-buildinginitiatives.

»  Thestudy highlightsthe potentid for thegloba dissemination of Santhd tribal knowledgethrough the
useof multilingud digitd platforms, traditiona Santha art forms, andlocdized storytdlling. Partnerships
withinternationa mediasources, targeted socid mediainitiatives, and collaborativeeffortswith cultura
ambassadorswereidentified askey strategiesfor boosting mediaefficacy in thisendeavour.

Conclusion

Thestudy highlightshow crucid itisfor themediato document and disseminate Santha tribal materia
inorder toprotect their cultura identity and broadenitsgloba audience. Promotingintercultural communication,
recogni zing indigenous knowledge, and integrating Santhal knowledgeinto global networkshaveal been
greatly aided by mediainitiatives. However, problemsincluding limited finances, inadequate representation,
and alack of internet accessprevent it from reachingitsfull potential. Thereport emphasizeshow crucid itis
to put strategic measures|ike collaborations, digital platforms, and capacity-building initiativesinto placein
order toincreasethe effectiveness of media By connecting local storieswith audiencesworldwide, themedia
can beatransformativetool in bringing Santhal traditional knowledgeto thegloba arena.
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