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I ntroduction

Chhattisgarh, rich in forests, mineralsand diverse cultural heritage, was born in the year 2000 by
separating 11 districtsfrom the state of M adhya Pradesh. When the state of Chhattisgarh was split fromthe
state of Madhya Pradesh, till that time there was a Congress majority Government in Madhya Pradesh. As
per the congtitutiona provisions, the Congress Government got the reinsof governancein thenewly formed
state of Chhattisgarh. Theinaugural assembly election in Chhattisgarh were conducted 2003 as per the
constitutional provisions, electionswere conducted impartialy fromtimetotimein 2008, 2013, 2019 and
2024. Chhattisgarh hasaunicamerd LegidativeAssembly with 90 fixed seats. According to reservationrules,
10 of these seatsaredlotted for Scheduled Castes, 29 for Scheduled Tribes, and 51 for Scheduled Tribes.
Thismakes up 11.11% of thetotal seatsreserved for Scheduled Castes. Chhattisgarh has 11 Lok Sabha
seats, of whichfiveare unreserved, four for Scheduled Castes, and one for Scheduled Tribes. As per the
Government latest data from the 2011 Census of India, Chhattisgarh’s total population is 25.545 million, 198.
Scheduled Castes constitute asignificant portion of thistotal population, accounting for 3.274 million,
representing 12.82% of Chhattisgarh’s total population. According to the Election Commission, Chhattisgarh
has approximately 21.1 million voters, and the sex ratio between male and female votersis 1,024. The
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percentage of Scheduled Caste votersin Chhattisgarh is approximately 15 to 16% of thetotal votersin
Chhattisgarh. About 86% of Scheduled Caste peopleliveinremoterura areasof Chhattisgarh and 14 percent
liveinbigcities. A largepart of Scheduled Castesof Chhattisgarh arefound inthe central part of Chhattisgarh.
They aremainly foundin Janjgir Champa, Raigarh, Korba, Bilaspur and, Durg districts. Their main occupation
isagriculture. Indiaisademocratic nation and all castes and classeshave asay in the democracy.

Indiais a sovereign democratic republic. In ademocracy, every class, caste, and hastheright to
politica representation without any discrimination. Specific Condtitutional clauseshave been framedtofull fill
for thispurpose. Universal adult suffrageisinpracticeinindia

Scheduled Castesaredefined inArticle 366 (24). According to thisarticle, such independent castes
aretriba or some part of these castesor casteswhich are considered Schedul ed Castesfor the objectives of
thelndian Constitution under Article 341. The Scheduled Castesword was used by the Simon Commission
in1927. Thisgroup isone of themajor deprived socia, economic, and political groupsin India. Multiple
protective provisions have been provided to promote welfares of the schedul e castes. However, despiteall
this, Scheduled Castes still face discrimination, socia and politica deprivation, and exclusion.

Research Objective

Thisresearch paper focuses on the position of leadersin the Schedul ed Castereserved seatsin the
ChhattisgarhAssembly dectionsand therole of Scheduled Caste MLAsin the Chhattisgarh Assembly elections.

Research Methodology

Thisstudy isprimarily based on secondary data gathered Government and non-Government Sources.
Thelist of Lok Sabhaand Constituent Assembly memberswas obtained from the websites of thefedera
Government of Bharat and the state Government of Chhattisgarh, respectively. Demographic datawasobtained
from the Census of Indiawebsite. Information on various|eaderswas coll ected from loca newspapers. Key
information was a so acquired from vari ous contemporary newspaper's.

Analysis and Findings

Chhattisgarh, richin forest and minera resources, holdsadistinct identity in the country. Our country
hasarich democracy, and Chhattisgarh a so sharesthistradition. The Chhattisgarh State Legid ativeAssembly
isunicamera. The state Assembly has 90 fixed seats, whilethelower house and Rgjya Sabhahave 11 and 5
fixed seets, respectively.

Around 13% of the Schedul ed Caste popul ation residesin Chhattisgarh. They areinfluentia votersin
amost dl theAssembly and Lower house seatsof Raipur, Durg and Bilaspur divisions. The scheduled castes
arechiefly engaged in agriculture and ahuge number of them are empl oyed in Government jobs. In Chhattisgarh,
both the common peopl e and the | eaders of the Schedul ed Castesare conscious of their political rightsand
reservation. Hence, they support the political party which worksintheir interest. They arenot bound to any
oneparty or any particular ideology. Thecaste play important roleto influencethe Chhattisgarh Assembly and
Lok Sabhad ections. For example, unreserved candidatesare often given ticketson unreserved seets. Reserved
candidates win on reserved seats, but not on general seats because voters vote based on caste, and on
general seats, there aren’t enough Scheduled Caste voters to ensure a Scheduled Caste candidate wins. In
the Lok Sabha, one seat out of 11 isallocated seet for Scheduled Castes and five seatsout of 11 aredlocated
seat for Scheduled Tribes. Inthe LegidlativeAssembly, 10 out of 90 seats are all ocated seat for Scheduled
Caste candidates.
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Tablel: List of stateAssembly seatsalocated for Scheduled Caste candidates

Sr. | Election | Year | Party Reserve Numbers of winning Tota | Winning

seat for SC | candidates belongingto SC | Seat Party

01 1= 2003 | BJP 10 04 90 BJP
INC 04
BSP 02

02. 2nd 2008 | BJP 10 05 90 BJP
INC 04

03 3 2013 | BJP 10 09 0 BJP
INC 01
BSP 00

04 4h 2018 | BJP 10 02 0 INC
INC 07

05 5™ 2023 | BJP 10 06 0 BJP
INC 04
BSP 00

(Source: Chhattisgarh Government data book)

Studying the abovetable, it becomesclear that fivelegid ative assembly € ections have been conducted
in Chhatti sgarh between 2003 and 2023, in which the Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP) won four seatseach and
Indian National Congress (INC) once.

Theinaugural assembly e ection in Chhattisgarh were conducted 2003, in which both the Bharatiya
Janata Party and the Indian National Congress (INC) won 04 of the 10 seatsall otted for Scheduled Castes.
The Bahujan Samg Party achieved two seets. The BJP secured amgority inthisfirst statedection and built the
Government. Dr. Raman Singhwase ected Chief Minister. Scheduled CasteMLAsplayed asignificant role.

Chhattisgarh witnessed its second assembly election in 2008. At the moment, the UPA coalition
Government wasin power at the central level and the bharti jantaparty wasin power in Chhattisgarh. The
bharti jantaparty get 05 of thereserved sedts, the Congress party four, and the BSPget 01 seat. Thismeans
that the Bahujan Samaj Party’s vote bank shifted to the BJP, and the party lost one seat..

Chhattisgarh witnessed itsthird assembly election in 2013. At the moment the UPA coalition was
surrounded by alegationsof corruption, which directly benefited the Bharatiya Janata Party of the Chhattisgarh
stateand it won alanddlidevictory in9 out of 10 seatsallotted for Scheduled Castes. Congress gets success
only 1 seat and Bahujan Samgj Party lossall sedts.

The Bahujan party could not secureas ngle seat, which clearly meansthat Bahujan Samgj Party failed
to woo its core Scheduled Caste voters. Thus, Dr. Raman Singh was designated asthe CM for thethird
consecutiveterm.

Chhattisgarh witnessed itsfourth assembly e ectionin 2018. The BJP Government had beenformedin
Chhattisgarh for three consecutivetimes. From 2003 to 2018, the voterswerefed up with thefunctioning of
the BJP and wanted achange. Thiswasthe reason that despitethe strong position of the BJP at the Centre,
the Bharatiya Janata Party |ost the 2018 assembly € ectionsby ahuge margin. The BJPwontwo seetsalotted
for Scheduled Castes and the Congress party won the most number of seatsreserved for Scheduled Castes
till date. The Bahujan Samg Party madeacomeback and won one seet. Shri Bhupesh Baghel was appointed
Chief Minister on behalf of the Indian Nationa Congress. Shri Bhupesh Baghel emerged asthefirst Chief
Minister belonging tothe OBC community.
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Thelatest assembly e ection in Chhatti sgarh were conducted 2023. Exit pollspredicted aCongress
Government, but the BJPwon by alargemargin. Of the 10 seats dlotted for Scheduled Castes, theBJPwon
sx, whilethe Congressparty won four. The Bahujan samgj party endured completeectord fultility, failingto
acquire even asolitary seat. Which isindicates that the Party is unable to expand its support base, and
Scheduled Caste votes have now shifted to the BJP.

Table02: Dataof Scheduled Caste seatswon by party in parliamentary el ectionsfrom 2004 to 2024

S. | Election | Year | Party | Reserved SC Numbers of Total | Winning
No. seat winning candidates | Seat Party
belonging to SC

01 1 2004 | BJP 1 (janjgir- 1 11 BJP
INC champa) 0
BSP 0

02. 2nd 2009 | BJP 1 1 11 BJP
INC 0
BSP 0

03 31 2014 | BJP 1 1 11 BJP
INC 0
BSP 0

04 4th 2019 | BJP 1 1 11 BJP
INC 0
BSP 0

05 5TH 2024 | BJP 1 1 11 BJP
INC 0
BSP 0

(Source: Chh2attisgarh Government data book)
Table03: List of Lok Sabhaseats earmarked for Scheduled Caste candidates

Sr. No. | Name of Constitution Area | Constituency No.
01 Sarguja 01
02 Raigarh 02
03 Janjgir Champa 03
04 Korba 04
05 Bilaspur 05
06 Rajnandganv 06
07 Durg 07
08 Raipur 08
09 Mahasamund 09
10 Bastar 10
11 Kanker 11

(Source: Chhattisgarh Government data book)

Studying theabovetable, welearn that after Chhattisgarh became astate, inthe 2004 parliamentary
elections, the BJP was credited with creating the state and won thereserved Janjgir seet.
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Inall subsequent parliamentary elections, in 2009, 2014, 2019, and 2024, the BJP consistently won
the Janjgir Lok Sabhaconstituency, the only seat reserved for SCs.

Conclusion

Indiaisademocratic nation, and thefundamenta spirit of democracy ensuresthat every class, caste,
and community hastheright to political representation without any discrimination. Thisprincipleissafeguarded
through specid provisionsinthe Congtitution. Indiahasa so adopted universa adult suffrage, which provides
equal politica participation to every citizen of the country.

In Chhattisgarh elections, many factors influence voter opinion, such as a candidate’s religion, language,
wealth, conduct, and caste. Casteisacrucid factor among these. Chhattisgarh not been hasnot escaped the
impact of caste. In Chhattisgarh caste continuesto play adecisiverolein voting patterns, and the choice of
candidatesreflectsthe same caste-oriented gpproach. Almost dl the partiesincluding Bharatiya Janata Party,
Bharatiyaand Bahujan Samaj Party Indian National Congressfield Scheduled Caste candidatesonly on
reserved seats. No party fields candidates from reserved category on unreserved seats. If the Scheduled
Caste MLAsaregiven an opportunity, they canwineveningenera congtituencies. A thorough andysisof the
conclusions of the last Chhattisgarh Assembly elections reveals an interesting fact: the state’s five Scheduled
Castereserved seatsact aspolitical kingmakers. Trends so far indicatethat the party or coalition that wins
each of thesefive seatsultimately succeedsin forming the Government in the entirestate. Thus, theinclination
of Scheduled Caste voters becomes adeterminant of the political landscape of Chhattisgarh asawhole.
Chhattisgarh’s social structure is shaped by ethnic, religious, and cultural diversity, and this deeply influences the
state’s political situation. In this context, the caste factor is becoming increasingly important. It is true that for
political success, aperson must transcend casteand gain thetrust of other socid factors. However, itiscrucid to
acknowledgethat theroleof casteremainsfundamentd. Especiadly inthe context of Scheduled Caste politica
leadership, casteunity and identity often pavetheway for their political opportunitiesand progress.
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