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Roleand Relevance of NEP 2020 in Evaluation and Assessment

Abstract

The National Education Policy of 2020
(NEP 2020) was recently adopted by the
Indian Government to implement major
ORIGINAL ARTICLE reforms in the country’s educational system and
establish “India as a global knowledge
superpower,” replacing the 34-year-old National
ﬁ Policy on Education (NPE), which was framed
| t‘ S 5 in 1986. This present study looks at the put
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National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and their
feasible outcomes on the Indian Education System
in various level. The NEP 2020 focuses on the
development and support of technological tools
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. Authorsl in education for better learning outcomes. This
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has introduced several changes to the evaluation
and assessment systemin India, including a shift
away from traditional exam-based evaluation.
Traditional test can place a lot of emphasison a
student’s achievement in a single examination,
which cannot give a complete picture of their
academic potential. This present study is a
respectful attempt to emphasize the proposed
changes made in the area of evaluation and assessment system proposed in NEP 2020 to that of
previous policies. The nature of paper descriptive and analytical nature, the study depends on both
type primary and secondary data different views of experts, review of literature, policy documentsand
empirical data.
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I ntroduction

One of the biggest highlights of thiserahas been the launch of themuch-awaited National Education
Policy (NEP) which came about a torturing wait of over three decades. It’s not easy to create a centralized
education policy for such adiversecountry, especidly giventherapidly changing socia and economic context.
One of the profuse topics that have gotten the public’s attention is the concept of examination and evaluation
sysem.
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NEP 2020isthelatest chronicled milestoneof the current century that can bring transmogrify modification
in the educational mode of the nation by occurring the old National Policy on Education (NPE), 1986.
Evauation and A ssessment arethe ground work of the new educational policy that arebeing uniformed with
the 2030 Agendafor achieving SD Gsand will enhancethe status of thenation by changing Indiainto agreat
power having vibrant knowledge society. NEP-2020 concentrates on making both school and higher
education more comprehensive, adaptable, skill-based, and multidisciplinary inorder to meetthe needs
of beginningstudentsin the twenty-first century.

The objective of the policy isto accel erate the Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education to fifty
percent by 2035. Thereisurgent need of bringing reformsin the educational system of our country so that
quality of education can beimproved through thesereformsin the context and process of education, improving
theinfrastructure of school and colleges, giving emphasi s upon continuous and comprehensiveeva uaion and
laying down minimum levels of learning. The present study prominencesthe betterment in education system
through theadoption of innovative assessment methodol ogiesbased on student centric gpproaches. According
to University Education Commission (1948-1949) - “If there is one thing to be reformed in education, it is the
examination system”.

Evaluation

Evaluation isthewider concept then testing and measurement, it isthe combination of quantitative
estimation + qualitative judgement of one’s behavior. NCERT has indoctrinated the definition of evaluation as,
“Evaluation is the process of determining the content to which an objective is being attained, the goals of the
education have been accomplished.”

Assessment

The word appraise derives from the Latin verb ‘assidere” which means “to sit with’. Literally then ‘to
assess’ means to “sit beside the learner’. It is a systematic process by which we assess the performance of
studentsthrough tests. In education, theterm assessment refersto the broad miscellany of techniquesor
toolsthat instructor useto eval uate, measure, and document the academi ¢ readiness, learning progress, skill
acquisition, or educational needs of students. “Assessment involves the use of empirical data on students
learning to refine programs and improve students learning.” (Allen 2004)

Review of Literature

Yadav, Har sh (2020), Their paper highlights NEP 2020’s assessment reforms have the power to
completely transform the education system of Indian by promoting amore thorough and student-centred
evaluation strategy. Although there areimplementation issues, theintended benefits of thesereformscan be
achieved with coordinated effortsin teacher training, technol ogica infrastructure, and stakehol der involvement.

Singh, Shamshir and K aur, Ranjit (2023), Their paper highlightsthe policy emphasi zesthe need for
amultifaceted and integrated approach to assessment and evaluation, which concentrates on evaluating students’
understanding, skillsand competencies. The useof technol ogy-based assessments, assessment for learning,
and adiversified approach to assessment and eval uation are some of the key features of the NEP 2020.
These changesare essentia for promoting student-centred |earning, improving educational outcomes, and
preparing studentsfor the challenges of the 21t century.

Objectives of the Sudy

Initiatives to improve the quality and breadth of India’s examination education system has been launched
under the 2020 NEP. The objectivesof thisstudy on National Education Policy 2020 are:

1. Tolearn abouttherecommendationsregarding Eva uation and Assessment systemin NPE-1986.
2. Tolearn about therecommendationsregarding Eval uation and Assessment system in NEP-2020.
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Sudy Method

The content anaysis method, which ismostly quaitativein nature, hasbeen adopted to accel erate the
comparativeanays s between NPE 1986 and NEP 2020 regarding examination and eva uation system.

Data Collection and Analysis

Thedatawere collected through primary sourceslike drafts of NPE 1986 and NEP 2020 and secondary
sourceslikeWebsites, Magazines, Journals, Newspapers, and e-contentsrel ated to the compari son between
NPE 1986 and NEP 2020 on examination and eval uation system.

Findings of the study

Based on the objectives, thefindingsof the study are discussed bel ow:

Tolearn about therecommendationsregar ding Evaluation and Assessment system in NPE-
1986.

Thepolicy visuaisesassimilate of the assessment of performance with the processof learning and
teaching, and exercisethe processof eval uation to bring about quaitative amelioratein education. In order to
ensure that the method of assessment of students’ performance is valid and reliable, the following short-term
measures are proposed —

(@) At the School Level

Drawing onthe need for changein pedagogy, we need to move from the NEP-20 eval uation process
to school-based eval uation, which isaprudent and best solution to facilitate theintegration of thelearning
process. SBA simplifiesthe exercise of determined expertisein the memory of the conclusion throughthe
reinvestigation of thetransaction by thetraditional method of deduction. Evauationiscarried out by ingtitution
teachersand other personsinvolved in the education system.

Advantages of SBA
Let ustry tolist out some of the advantages, and of course, classroom practitioners can add afew
more. Let’s outline some advantages, and classroom practitioners can certainly contribute more.
»  Persondized coaching takesregion for thedl-round improvement of apupil.
Without adoulbt, it improvestrainer-student dating, for pushing extraguy-making tasks.
The student engagesin metacognition, leading to intentiona wondering and studying about himsdlf.
Asweadready referred to thefocusis more on capabilitiesin preferenceto content material.
Reposesreligionat theinstructor and thedevice.
Devel opsanice mindset on learning and assessment.
Attention ison assessment of and as studying, encouraging man or woman, pee, trainer, and peer
evaudion.
»  Documentation isdecreased to someextent aseva uation isgoing on with the getting to know process.

Assessment in School Education as per NEP-2020
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Reduced Exam

Moving Beyond
Rote Learning

How NEP 2020
Changes the Nature
of Exams & Assessment
for Students?
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Conspicuous functions of SBA
All of theexpectationsfrom NEP-2020 are met with this sort of assessment aswe examineanumber
of thesdient capahilities.
> Itintegratesstudying, coaching, and assessment.
»  Thispromoteschild-focused and interest-based pedagogy and strategies.
»  Ganingknowledgeof find results-primarily based competency improvement with acrucia significance
to content materia memorization.
»  Stress-loose, non-threatening, active, and pleased participation can be found, that’s in any other case
infulfillment and assessment.
»  Promotessdlf-confidence of students.
»  Spot assessment of answer scripts.

(b) AttheUniversity Level

() Continuousinstitutional evaluationwill beimplemented at the postgraduate level, to beginwith, in
Unitary Universities, Deemed Universitiesand Autonomous Colleges.

(i)  Student performancewill beindicated through letter grades, and assessment of overall performance
will beonthebasisof cumulativegrade point average.

(i)  Provisionwill be madefor improvement of performancesthrough subsequent appearances without
involving any disadvantageto the candi dates.

(iv) Externd examinationswill continueto behed by universitieswhich havelargenumberseffiliated colleges
and effortswill be madeto improvethe conduct of examinationsthrough effective decentralisation as
indicated for school level examinations.

(v) Modificationsinthequdifyingrecruitmentsfor admissionsintheuniverstiesand collegeswill beexamined
to acceleratethe process of changein theschool level examinations.

NEP emphasi zes meaningful eva uation whichisinterdependent and aimsat hel ping the studentsto
improve his level of achievements rather than at “certifying’ the quality of his performance at a given moment
of time.

Tolearn about therecommendationsregarding Evaluation and Assessment system
in NEP-2020
NEP 2020 also introduces anew exam pattern that reiterate holistic student growth over traditional

rotelearning methods. Theshift from atraditional system of 10+2 to astructure of 5+3+3+4 isdriven by the
need to renovate and globalise the Indian education framework.

Under standing the Shift in Exam Pattern by NEP

NEP 2020 broadensthe scope of assessmentsto embrace academic achievements, skills, values, and
overal persondity development. Thiscomprehensive eva uation aimsto nurturewel l-rounded individuals
who areabletothriveinaglobalised society.

Key Exam Pattern Changes Introduced by NEP 2020

g P99 P

Move Beyond Reduction in Role of Internal Multi-Dimensional
Rote Learning Exam Stress Technology Assessment Assessment
in Assessment
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» MoveBeyond RoteL earning: Shiftsfocusfrom memorising factsto understanding and critical
thinking.
» Reductionin Exam Sress. Introducesflexible exam formats and ongoing assessmentsto reduce
stress.
» Roleof Technology in Assessment: Utilisestechnology for online assessments, Al proctoring, and
adaptivetesting.

> Internal Assessment: Emphas sesteacher-led evaluationsto provideinsightsinto student progress.
»  Multi-Dimensional Assessment: Incorporates diverse methodslike group discussions, portfolios,
and practical demondtrations.

National Assessment Centre (PARAKH)

P A R A K H

For Hollistic
Development

Performance Assessment Review Analysis of Knowledge

National Assesment Center
A Standard Setting Body Under Ministry of Education
(MoE)

PARAKH playsakey rolein the setting benchmarks and standards for student evaluation, tracking
educationd progress, and supporting school boardsindigningwith NEP 2020 assessment practices. It facilitates
competency-based assessmentsand offers practi cetestsviaastudent app toimprove educationa outcomes.
Additionally, PARAKH worksin collaboration with the National TestingAgency (NTA) to ensure that
standardised testing methods areimplemented eff ectivel y acrossthe country, enhancing transparency, fairness,
and accessibility inthe eval uation process.

Changes in Public Examination

The new NEP reforms aim to transform secondary exams, board exams, and entrance exams by
offering more subject choices, allowing best-of-two attempts for improvement, and focusing on core
competencies. Theintroduction of dual-format question papersand examsin grades 3, 5, and 8 amsto
monitor learning progressthroughout the year.

Changes in Examinations from Grade 1 to 8
K ey assessment phasesat levels 3, 5 and 8 track student achievement and ensure mastery of critical
learning outcomes. NEP 2020 shiftsfrom rote learning to assessing core concepts, higher-order skills, and
their practical gpplication.
Key Changes | mplemented
» FormativeAssessments:. Continuous assessmentsthroughout the academic year to monitor student
progress.
» HolisticReport Cards: Inclusion of cognitive, emotional and physica devel opment metrics.

» Practical Application: Emphasisonred-lifeapplication of learned conceptsthrough projectsand
hands-on activities.

»  SKill-Based Evaluations. Assessmentsthat test critical thinking, problem-solving, and andytica Kills.
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Changes in Examinations from Grade 9 to 12

Thegrades9to 12 examination structure has been refreshed to focus more on analytica and the ability
tothink criticaly. Sudentsare given theflexibility to choose subjectsthat dignwithther career god's, andthe
eval uation methods are designed to test their understanding and application of knowledge.

Key ChangesI mplemented

» Choice-Based Credit System: Students can select courses based on their interests and career
aspirations.

»  Competency-Based Questions: Examstest higher-order thinking skillsrather than rotememorisation.

»  MultipleAssessment Methods. Usevariouseva uation methods such asprojects, ora exams, and
practica to gauge comprehensive understanding.

»  Subject Flexibility: Increased subject choicesand the possibility of cross-disciplinary learning to
encourage abroader educationa perspective.

» Reduced Exam Stress: Introduction of flexibleexam formats and multiple opportunitiesfor students
to present their knowledge, reducing the high stakestraditional ly associated with board exams.

Support for Gifted Students and Sudents with Special Talent

NEP 2020 aimsto discover, devel op, and empower gifted studentsthrough its advocacy programs.
The policy’s initiatives focus on identifying and supporting untapped potentials among gifted students, fostering
their holistic devel opment.

Changes in the Nature of the Report Cards

The new report cards provide a 360-degree view of each learner’s development across affective,
cognitive, and psychomotor domains. They includeteacher eval uations, project-based | earning assessments,
peer and salf-assessments, and more, ensuring acomprehensive overview of student progress.

Conclusion

Although NPE-1986 and NEP-2020 are similar, they differ both policieshave great importancefor the
upliftment of Eva uation and Assessment. Thus, NPE-1986 gave usthelamp of Eva uation and Assessment to
the NEP-2020 just like a relay race. NEP-2020 has once again opened a Pandora’s box of debate around
the subject of Eval uation and Assessment. It givesusthe opportunity to systematize our understanding of the
examinaionsyseminindia

Inconclusion, our obligationisto construct nep-digible college, nep-ablefundamenta, nep-professiona
teacher, nep-supportive dad and mom, nep-lively alumnus, nep-encouraging control, nep-accountable
poorvaacharyaa ongsidefollowing faculty-based assessment. In the end our empowerment of instructor
needs to rework him to be the ‘know-how-guide’ from his gift role of ‘know-how-bearer’.
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