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Abstract

As par census 2011 Uttar Pradesh (UP)
ORIGINAL ARTICLE covers eementary education at broad scale. Total
literacy rateof UPisapproximately 70% and with
351 million school-going children approximately,
it has ensured that about 93 % of children are
registered in school. At present thereare 122,000
schools, 300,000 teachers and 100,000 Para-
teachersto make sure about necessitates of the
: o students at primary and upper primary stages.
Authors Infrastructure facilities in primary school like
drinkingwater; toilet facility well decor ated class
roomsstudy materialsTL M isapproximately met
in every school. Sarva ShikshaAbhiyaan hasbeen
very successful in the last few yearsto increase
the enrollment at elementary schools and
improvingthequality of dementary education in
rural areas. Now a day’s NIPUN program is
running towards quality improvement in
elementary education in the state.
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I ntroduction

Educationin present worldisdefinitely themost powerful meansto ignitetheindividud mindsand guide
thefuturegeneration. At atimewhen our cultureisrapidly growing, itissound education that makesthefuture
generation with knowledge, skill and ethicsand empowersthem to createvision.

Before 1976, educationwasthe subject of central list but amilestone step wastaken by formal central
government, our constitution was mani pul ated and draws42nd amendment in 1976 and education becamea
subject of concurrent list. It means education became the common matter of the Centre Government and
State Government, involving that both can build lawsonit. Key point of thisamendment wasflourishingthe
education with qudity in al sectorsof education as per demand of current Situation. Itissaidthat quality isa
continuousride not adestination. Quality ineducationistolearntheright thingsandtolearnthemwell. Itisnot
good enoughtolearn theright thingsonly half well and it may be even worseto learnthewrong thingswell.
Thecriteriaof education arequality. Quality in education meanslearning, doing, living, and serving. At present,
improving thequality isthemgjor challenge beforethe e ementary education system. Quality ineducationis
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purely depends upon quality of teacher education, and policy of education. Thetruth isto know that the
quality of teacher education highly suffered at the cost of only quantitative expansion. Asper NCERT (1970:
114) report Qualitative aspect did not recel vethe proper attention by policy reformers, and administrators.
The NPE of 1986 expressed their views about the quality of teacher education. Regarding thisProvisonwas
developed torestructureand Revitaize Teacher EducationinIndiainform of SCERTS, and further establishment
of Digtrict Indtitutesof Educationand Training; to ensurequdity, in education. Theguiddineof DIETsfunctioning
wasdecided. Firstly DIETsworkson training and orientating program. For elementary school teachers; Head
Masters, other BRCsmembers, Supervisors, Adult education instructorsand others. The second function
wasto provideAcademic resource support to the e ementary education system, and last important function
wasto doAction research to deal with specific problemsof eementary education (MHRD 1989: 8)

Elementary Education

In education, Elementary education isconsidered asthe basefor the devel opment of not only one but
alsofor thewellbeing of the entire country. In Indiait isregarded asthe compul sory for everyone. After
independence, the central Government continually engaged in the expansion of Elementary education and
fightingagaing chalenges.

Themagjor challengeisexpans on and assurance of quality management in e ementary education.To
overcomefrom such problems, there aretwo key devel opments aspect for e ementary education, and these
are: theRight of Children to Free and Compulsory EducationAct, 2009 (RTE), andthe National Curriculum
Framework 2005 (NCF). The 86" congtitutional amendment act, 2002 states, educationisthefundamental
right of the children withintheage group of six to fourteen years. Right of Childrento Freeand Compulsory
EducationAct, 2009 wasidentified; it stated dl children should bemadeprovision of freeeducation uptothe
age of fourteen years. It ismeant to operational zed Indian Constitutional Article 21A act aselementary
education ajudtifiableright of al thechildren of ages6to 14 years. Universdization of Elementary Educeation
(UEE) has opened up opportunities for the children’s leading their educational development ,not only meant
toimprovetheknowledge but aso enhancing thetheir quality of academiclife. Theformer Government
launched a flagship program named as Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) in 2000 — 2001 on a mission mode to
accel erate attention, retention, universal access, and improvethe quality standard of education. The next
National Curriculum Framework 2005provides vision for understanding of issues concerns with children’s
learning, knowledge and school. It hasbig attention to theimportance of theschool ethos, culture, theclassroom
practices, learning activities, and academic resources, etc. Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2012,
reveal ed that data 96.5% of all rural children (agesof 6-14 year) wereenrolled in school. Itisal so reported
that 83% of all rural children’s between ages of 15-16 year were enrolled in school. The survey report also
anayzed that declinein standard of educationisdueto risein private schools enrollment ascompareto
Government school enrollment.

Elementary Education Scenario in Uttar Pradesh

Aspar census 2011 Uttar Pradesh (UP) has made giant stepsin the areaof Elementary education.
Total literacy rate of UPisapproximately 70 % and with 351 million school-going children approximatdly, it
has ensured that about 93 % of children areregistered in school. Presently the UP has 122,000 schools,
300,000 teachersand 100,000 Para-teachersto make sure about necessitates of the studentsat primary and
upper primary stages. Dropout rate For Uttar Pradesh, around every 12 student out of 100 isunableto
compl ete his Elementary education. Another important criterionistheretention of student in primary schoal,
around 80 % of students continuing the Elementary educationin Uttar Pradesh. Other infrastructurefacilities
inprimary school likedrinking water; toilet facility isapproximately no met in every school . The performance
of Uttar Pradeshin thefield of educationa devel opment, particularly in e ementary education, hasbeenonan
upscaleduring thelast decade. Even though Government has not yet attained their god of universal access,
retentionin dementary schools, but a so evenly focus onimproving qudity of thiseducation. Sarva Shiksha
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Abhiyaan hasbeen very successful inthelast few yearsto increasethe enrollment at e ementary schoolsand
improving thequdlity of elementary educationinrura aress.

Satelndituteof Educationd Management and Training (SIEEMAT) in Prayagrg) Uttar Pradesh: SIEMAT
established in 1995 under society’s registration act 1860. It is fully active in teacher’s capacity building program
and school management activities. It provides orientation program for BEOs, DIETs mentors, BRCS/SRGs
and CRCs. SIEMAT regularly conducted action research program for quality improvement in elementary
education.

Tablel: Statusof Elementary Education in Uttar Pradesh, DISE 2011-12

Indicators Uttar Pradesh
Number of schoolsimparting €l ementary education covered by DISE 221653
Percentage of Government sharetototal schools 69.78 %
Percentage of private shareto tota schools 29.65 %
Schoolsin Rurd Areas (All Schools) 89.18 %
Totd enrollmentin primary school 26188803
Grossenrollment ratio 105.17
Net Enrollment ratio 94.18
Average Dropout rate 11.85
Average Retention at primary level in Schools 80.39

(Source: ASER 2012)

Role of DIETs in Quality Elementary Education

LikeNCERT, NUEPA and SCERTS, basically DIET isthethird most important support systemfor the
qudlitativeenhancement of elementary education a digtrict level. It aswdll ascatersto qualitative devel opment
astheteacher iscloser totheteaching field and, thus, moreawareto their needsand difficulties. Thegoal of
aDIET isto supply academic and resource support materialsat thegrassroot level for theaccomplishment of
various gtrategiesand plansbeing undertaken in thefield of e ementary and adult education, particularly in
areaof universalization of e ementary education and Nationd Literacy Mission. Teachinglearning processis
acontinuous processit may beaspre-serviceor in-service. If DIETsareentirely set with both physical and
physiological resourcesthegraph of quality of education at e ementary level should beeevated. If adequate
resources are available in the DIETs to train in- service and pre —service teachers is very easy. DIET also
integratesboth formal and informal organization of el ementary education so asto determineand ensurethe
quality standard of education. DIET haveright to coordinateitsfunctionswiththefunctionsof other ingtitutions
likewho haveactiveresponsbility for thequality causeof elementary education in termsof monitoring and
evaluation. They areregularly monitoring and eval uating learning imparted in el ementary school swith their
specificinputs. DIETsregularly worksinfield of eva uation of severd plans, schemesand programsimplemented
by thequality concern departmentsand organi zationslike collection of the data, compilation of data, andyss-
inference, reporting, determining students achievement, undertaking remedia work, introgpection, etc. DIETS
with coordinating agencies, involved in the creating awarenessand promotion of e ementary education. DIETs
continuoudy organizesprofessiond deve opment programsfor pre-serviceand in-serviceteacherslike seminar,
workshop, guest lecture, subject specific competency enhancing program, training etc. continuation of follow-
up activitiesafter thetraining, and other researchwork. It regularly worksintheareaof resourcedevelopment
for elementary school like, preparation of teaching-learning materials, audio—visual aids, formation of learning
experience, formation of other teaching aids (maps, graphs, etc.), preparation of training materials, refresher
coursematerids. DIET dsoworksin collaborationwith Block Resource Center (BRC) and Cluster Resource
Center (CRC), to offer theacademic facilitiesrelated mainly to e ementary education. DIETsregul ateeducation
qudity of elementary school at four levels:
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P anning, managing and evduating of Training programs.
Developing economical teaching —learning resource materials.
Performing research works.

Other Miscdlaneousactivities.

It actsasanodal agency of centralized admission D.L.Ed., course.

TheMinistry of Human Resource Devel opment (MHRD), GOI assigned the NCERT to undertakea
survey on Quality Monitoring Programin 100 Clusters of over al Statesand Union Territories, focusing on
quality education and learning achievements of children covered under the RTE Act. The survey generaly
intended to observethe position of quality interventionsin € ementary school sthrough amonitoring channel
involving schools, SMCs, CRCsand BRCs. Thereport andyzed thestatus of variousqudity factors, processes
and interventions in the elementary schools of the country to support the policy maker’s administrators,
implementers, and other stake holdersinimproving quaity in teaching learning processesand | earning outcomes.

Universdlization of e ementary education, universal enrollment, retentionin schoolsand qudity education
ineementary schoolsweremg or chalengesof post independent India. Effortsare made under Serve Shiksha
Abhiyan to ensure the challenges, yet weare unableto improvethe actud standard of quality in elementary
education. Later on, the Government of India introduced a new program for quality education was “Minimum
Levels of Learning” to raise the learning levels of elementary children and ensures an evenhanded quality
acrossdifferent categoriesof € ementary schooling. Tofulfill thesefundamental needsof dementary education,
werequired competent teacherswho can servethe cause moreeffectively. To maintain dynamicity in elementary
teachers through give continuous professional development opportunity for the enhancement of their
competenciesand skills.

Thereare seventy DIETS, maintained by the Government of Uttar Pradesh toimpart quality education
to qualified candidatesto generate competent teaching faculty for the school s of Elementary Education. DIET
conductstwo year coursesfor D.L.ED and six months courses of bridge for B.Ed. pass Studentsand in-
servicetraining program for teachers of Elementary Education.

Digita Study Hal (DSH) in 2010 began anintervention program inthe DIETs of Uttar Pradesh with the
plan of usinginnovativeidess of teaching- learning and enhancing thequality standard of €l ementary education
sothat every interaction among teacher and studentsismuch morefruitful than before. Thisinterventionwas
launched through a program named as “Capacity building of DIETs for enhancing teacher performance through
mediation based pedagogy” in collaboration with State Council for Education Research and Training (SCERT)
and UNICEF India. Initidly thisintervention programwas begun with 12 DIETsof UPlater it cover dl entire
70 DIETsof UP. ThisProgram wasimitated with theideaof using feas bletechnol ogy toimprovethequaity
standard of teaching- learning at DIETswhich would then percolate to e ementary schools. It worksasa
bridge among the pedagogical practices and the tudentsneed. Thisprogramwashighly successful in capacity
building of DIETSs for improving teacher educator’s performance and motivation level through mediation
pedagogy and behavior change communication.

Study Hall Educational Foundation isanon-profit organization setup in Luck now, Uttar Pradesh. It
waslaunched in March 1994 with theaim of imparting quality elementary education to childrendl over Indig,
with aspecial referenceto focus UP.

A wDbdhpE

The MHRD with the goal to overhaul the quality in school education sector has launched *Samagraw
Shiksha’ by join together with Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), National Secondary Education Campaign
(RMSA), and Teacher Training Ingtitute (DIETS) centers. The MHRD said that ateacher isthefulcrum of the
school education system. Schemewill focuson strengthening thiscrucid pillar by making SCERTsand DIETS
thenoda agenciesfor teacher training. DIETsin coordination with Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan (SSA) should
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participatein theimprovement of the school development plansand proposa sof the Block Resource Centers
(BRC) and Clugter Resource Centers (CRC), and giveeffortsespecidly onissuesre aing to teacher professond
development.

Currently NIPUN programsrunningin Uttar Pradeshtoimprove quality in elementary education 1n
1.6 lakh primary schoolsunder the Basic Shiksha Parishad acrossthe state. It waslaunched in 5" July 2021.
Thegod of thisprogram includes accessibility, quality in education, learning outcomesof desired objectives,
and assessment of quality education.
Conclusion

Uttar Pradesh hascomplex connection of quaity programswhich arerunningtimetotimeinquality
improvement in education sector. Thestated so hasvast network of education system includeinfrastructurein
private and Bas ¢ Shiksha Prishad department. DIETsared so regularly working towardsquaity improvement
ineementary education.
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